o W i

.

S S ——— e

Tnoe.

b oy

e

T
£

s
Pe

JULY' 6, 1902,

| ‘mﬁ&lu’ LAKE HERALD. SUNDAY.

]
s

e

i

Good Stories for Children

By Walt McDougall
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THE AMAZING

SUPPOSE every boy and girl has
heard of Hercules, that Greek hero
who was the very strongest man in
the world in ancient times, but I
fmagine that few know what became

of him at last. He @id so many wonderful
deeds that all the world rang with his
praises, but all of a sudden he disappeared
and was never heard of again. He was
known to have traveled all over Europe,
Asia and Africa, but it wasn't known that
finally he came to America, by wading
across Behring's Strait, and explored all
of our country and thought it the finest
of all.

One day he went to sleep In a cave in
Kentucky, after drinking a strange bever-
age called “Bourmashrye,” a drink made
by the Kentucky Indians that will put the
strongest man asleep in a few hours, and
when he awoke he discovered that his
wonderful Belt of Strength was gone.
Some Indian had stolen it, and poor Her-
cules found himself no stronger than an
ordinary man.

¥e wandered all over seeking for his
belt, but he was so ashamed of himself
thag he didn’'t let anyone know who he
was, and flnally the world coneluded that
he had died. Nobody knew where he went,
but as he was immortal and conldn’t die,
he simply went roaming all over, making
hig living as he could and hoping that
some day he would recover his belt and
again be the strongest man In all the
world. One day a boy named Theodore
Ginks found the belt.

Theodore lived in the country and went
to school In the village of Hominy HIIL
He had to walk about seven miles to and
from his school every day, and you might
well imagine that he was giad when Sat-
urday came. On Saturday he went after
blackberries with Theodesia Pickering, a
little girl who lived next door and of
whom he was very fond. They had
climbed a low hill covered with great
boulders where the berries were plentifui,
when Theodore discovered a hole under

the rocks. It looked like a fox’s. dem, and
he dug away the earth until he could
erawl in. Then he saw that there was

quite a large cave beyond, and making a
toreh of dry grass he explored it. At the
extreme end he came upon a bow, a toma-
hawk, some arrows and a broad belt, ail
covered with metal plates, rusted and
mouldy with age. He put the belt around
his waist, winding it twice around him,
as it was the belt of a very large man.
This was Herculess famous Belt of
Strength, but Theodore did not feel any
stronger at the time, for he was young
and healthy and felt good all the time.

On the way home, however, they had
an adventure that developed the fact that
whoever wore the belt became another
Hercules, As they passed through Hor-
rible Hollow, a dark and dreaded ravine
where the road was shaded by great trees
and rocks, they met Tin-Can Murphy, one
of the most disreputable tramps in Keno
County and a tramp from whom all other
hoboes fled in great fear, for he was sim-
ply 'fierce

He never worked, for he was too strong.
He could bend an iron bar like straw and
straighten out a horseshoe between his
finger and thumb, and he was yery proud
of his great strength. He glared at the
children and demanded the berries they
had gathered. Theodore was about to give
them up to him, but the tramp said he
must have a kiss from sweet little Theo-
dgsia and that made the boy's bloed boil
As Tip-Can was about to take the kiss
Theéodore ralsed his fist and struck him
anh awful blow on the side of the head.

A Terribie Punch

Of course, the boy only thought to stop
tlie/tramp for a moment, for he knew that
he was a bad man and he fully expected
to be almost murdered for his temerity,
but to his amazement the blow sent Tin-
Cah Murphy soaring through the air for
nearly a mile. Over the tree-tops he sail-
ed, turning somersaults like a tumbler
pigeon, yelling “Foul Foul!” all the time,
and he would certainly have broken his
neck had he not lJanded in a deep swamp,
where he spent an hour pulling himself
out of the mud while he wondered wheth.
er'it was a cyclone or a volcano that had
hit him.

Of course Theodorea was as much
amazed as Murphy was, and the fact that
he had so effectually disposed of the
tramp didn’'t make him feel assured that
he would not return at once and take re-
vepge for the blow. He had heard him
crying “Foul,” and thought he would de-
mand satisfaction, so he hurried Theo-
dosia away as fast as he could go, and to
his surprise he walked the five miles to
his home in five minutes. Even that
didn't make him suspect that it was the
belt that was doing it, but he thought he
must be dreaming. No sooner had he
reached home than his father gave him
ten cents and told him to take the trolley
to Barntown, ten miles away, to get the
doetor, as his mother had been taken il
suddenly while chopping wood. His fa-
ther thought it was because the axe was
teo heavy, and he said he would buy a
lighter one in the fail

Theodorse hurried to the car track and
sprang upon & passing trolley-car with-
out waiting for it to stop. As he grasped
the brass hand-bar he swung on the plat-
form, but the bar came off in his hand.
Phe conduetor stared and examined the
bar. it had broken like a pipe-stem in the
grip of the new Hercules. They thought,
of course, that it was a defective piece of
metal. But when Theodore, who stood on
the patform, grabbed the rail at the top
of the dashboard to keep from falling off
and that came tearing away like paper,
ths conductor became angry.

mie?' he cried, and wrenched at the iron
ra1l, but it was as firm as ever. He stop-
ped the car and the motorman came back
to look at things.

“jt's the poor iron they use,” said he,
aftar he had inspected the broken rail.

»Pull’ that bell,” said the conductor to
Theodore, and the boy obeyed, but not
only the leather strap but even the beil
came off in his hands. 2

“This car's rotten!” cried the conductor.

“] guess I am too strong to handle such
things,” said Theodore.

“The idea!” retorted the big man. “A
kid like you deing that! It's because they
put poor material into things nowadays.
I _suppose you think you could do it
again!”

Theodore pulled gently at the brass
brake-handie just to test it, and it
straightened out like warm wax. The eyves
of ‘the conductor stuck out like door-
knobe, but before he got his breath the
ear went off the track and shet inte the
ditch on the side of the road. It was for-
tunate that it was going slowly, or eise
all of the paasengers might have been in-
jured. Al sprang out and stood staring
at the car as it rested in the dry ditch.

Theodore asked: “Weil, what are you
gotng to do now? Will we have to walk
to town?"

“There will be another along. in an
hour,” said the conductor.

“I am going for the doctor,” said Theo-
dore, “and can't wait. Let's see if we
can’t put her back on the track.”

*Nothing but a derrick could do ft.”
said the motormean.

Theodora took hold of the rear piatform
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to lfe the car. The platform bent, but

ADVENTURES OF THEODORE GINKS, WHO FOUND THE BELT THAT MADE HERCULES STRON

held, and he drew the car out of the
ditch while all of the passengers siared
in amazement, and thea he pulled it upon
the trigk, but he bemt it very much, for
he was trying very hard apd, of course,
didn’t know that he had to be careful
with things like that. It took some time
to get the car running. it was so badly
twisted, but finally it moved along. The
conductor said:

“You put the car on all right, but you'll
have to go with me to the office of the
company and explain it, or they’ll make
me pay for the damage.””

'
air and, as he had expected, it never

was seen again. All of the boys were
astonished, and Mr. Greenbow. who
was looking on, said: “You must have
picked up some trick somewhere. It
isn't strength, I am sure.”

Theodore assured him that it was.

“Then let's test it,"” said Mr. Green-
bow, whose farm was near. “Come
and show us how much you can Mft."

Theodore followed the farmer, and
he took him to a pile of iron pipes
lying by the roadside, saying:

*1 will meet you there later,’”” said Theo-

dore. “I must hurry to Doctor Ramsey’s
now.”
“Not much!” exclaimed the man.

“You've got to go nmow. I don’t want to
get the blame for putting this car all omt
of shape. You did it, and you'll have to
tell ‘em so.”

Theodore did not reply, but made up bis
mind to see the doctor before he did any-
thing else. When they got to the s=troet
where Doctor Ramsey lived he was ~bogt
to get off the car, but the conductor took
hold of his collar to stop him.

Theodore told him he must get off, but
when the conductor tightened his grip en
the collar and said: “Nixey, my bold
boy!"” he saw that the man was determlped
to take him to the office. Then he just
jumped off, and of course the man had to
come too. The conductor yelled “Police!"
and two policemen, sleeping on the cor-
ner, woke up and ran to them. They seiz-
ed Theodore, for they thought he was try-
ing to beat the car company out of a
fare. Theodore didn't want to have any
trouble with policemen, and stood still
while the conductor explained how he
had bent and twisted the car.

“Are you going leoney?"' said one of the
policemen, looking at the car. “How
could that kid put a ear out of shape like
that?’

*“Well, I dunno, but he did it, all the
same,” replied the ceonductor, and the
motorman coming up also asserted the
same thing. Then Theodore admitted it,
and said he only meant to put the car on
the track.

“I think you're all crazy, that's what I
think,”” said one of the policemen, “and
youw'll have to comeé to the station house
and tell this story to the Chijef.”

So they all went to the station house,
but as the Chief was out at the ball-game
they locked them all in cells to await his
return. As soon &s he was left alone
Theodore pulled all the iron bars out of
the windows, tied them all up in knots
and jumping out ran to the doctor's.

When the men told the Chief about the
car he said they were doped, and would
have nothing to do with it at all, for the
story was incredible. He ecouidn't ac-
count for all the twisted iron bars, but he
thought it was better to say nothing
about them.

Theodore went home, accompanied by
the doctor, and found his mother much
better. Then .we went o't to where the
boyvs were playing ball, but merely to
look on, for his new-found strength was
too great to permit him- to mingle with
the other boys in play, he feared. When
he was asked to g0 to the bat he replied:

“¥ don't think that T had better, for I
might knock the ball so far that we would
never find it again.”

This made the boys laugh and jeer, and
80, to convince them, he took the bat and
struck the ball. It vanished high in the
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“I'll do it myself,"” sald Theedore, “and
save the expense.™

“Why, you have no machinery to drive
those pipes inte the grcund!” cried his
father.

“Don’t need any.” replied the boy, and
he took one of the iromn pipes and drove
it far into the ground with no meore ef-
fort than you would 2 hatpin. Now, his
father had thought, on hearing him say
that he would do a!l this, that his som
was crazy, but when he saw him push
cne pipe down upon another he was too
astonished to speak, but stood there with

*We have struck an ofl weil!” cried
Theodore. “Run and get some barreis!™

“We'll need a good many thousapd ber-
rels,” said his father, “for that is what
they call a ‘gusher,” and I guess we're rich
for the rest of our lives."

So it turmed out. The Theodore Ginks
oil well is the very largest in all the
country, and all of the family wore dia-
monds after that, even om their night-
gowns. Theodore prepared to go to col-
lege that fall, but he had very little time
to devote to study, for the athletic clubs
were after him neariy all the time. He
entered for many impeortant events in ath-
letic contes:s and won every time, of
course. He became the champion high
jumper, hammer-thrower, runner, wrest-
ler, ocarsman, in faet, he was tbe cham-
pion In everything that required strength.
He had so many medals that he couldn't
count them, and everywhere he went peo-
ple hurrahed and ran after him, whiie his

THE. BLOW SENT TIN-CAN MURPHY SOARING THROUGH THE AIR

“Let me see If you can carry one of
those pipes to the house.”

“I could carry a dozen,” said Theodore,
contemptuously.

“I will give you &s many as you can
take away all at once,” said Mr. Green-
bow. R

Now, Theodore's father ,who was a poor
fuan, was very anxious to drive an ar-
tesian well on his farm, but never had
heen able to afford to buy the pipes need-
@d for it, and Theodore saw.2 chance to

got enough for the well at one grab, so
he carefully rolled a iot of them together
until he had some forty or fifty in a pile.
Then he liftet them as a wood-cutter does
a bundie of faggots, and to the surprise
of Mr. Greenbow he walked off home with
them without &ropping one. The farmer
was so amazed that he said not a word,
for the pipes weighed hundreds of pounds.

“We will send for 2 man to drive the
well, now,” said hir father, when he came
to the house and saw all the pipes.
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his mouth open, In silence. The pipes
were forty feet long, so If you are any
good at arithmetic, which I am not, I will
confess, you will see that the fifty pipes
went down into the earth a couple of
thousand feet and yet no water came.

“Something’s stopped up the pipe!” said
Theodore, but -2s he spoke a loud report
was heard and up shot a dark cloud into
the air, after which there spouted up a
fountain ©f kerosene oil a hundred feet
into the sky.

THEODORE MEETS THE TWO-HEADED SCOLAPPS ON THE CHASM’'S BRINK

portraits were everywhere. Cigars were
named after him and racehorses, bicycles
and collars.

Although Theodore studied hard when-
ever he had time to spare from his ath-
letic engagements, and sgithough every
college in the country was begging him
to comse to it free of charge because each
one wanted the greatest athiete in the
world, yet he never got to college at ail
The reason that the name of Theodore
Ginks was not inscribed upon the roll of
any college was this:

Just before the time for him to take
his examination, he received a letter from
the Sultan of Turkey saying shat there
was in that remote iand a man known as
“The Terrible Turk” who had never been
overcome in wrestling, leaping or any
other feat of strength, and inviting Theo-
dore to_visit the country and try conciu-
sions with him. Many of the athietes said
that it was the Terrible Turk's duty to
come to Theodore, but the Sporting Moni-
t’::un decid;.td that as Theodore was the

gest it was his place to go to Turke

and Theodore agreed. Ho‘wns .-ax.heyx'-
anxious to travel, as he now had all the
money he wanted and did not ses what
use there was in going to college when
one was rich. So off he started for Tur-
key, after sending 2 cablegram to the
Sultan to expect him on the very next
boat.

The Sultan met him with a grand re-
tinue of gaily-dressed courtiers and he
was taken to a gorgeous palace, which
was to be his dwelling while he remained
there. Many slaves were In waiting, and
every wish was gratified almost before he
expressed it. On the third day the Ter-
ribie Turk was brought io the palace.
When he saw Theodore he roared with
lacghter and said:

“What! Am I asked to try my strength
against a babe In arms? Bring me a man
and I will show you what I am, but den't
mock me with infants. Where is the fa-
mous Theodors Ginks whom I was to
meet?*

‘“This is the man,” said the Sultan, and
then he laughed, for it certainiy did seem
ridicuious to maitch this boy with the im-
mense Turk, who was seven feet in height
and weighed four hundred pounds.

The terrible one cried: “What have I
done to be thus insulted?’

Theodore said, in a cool and contemptu-
ous voice:

“To judze from the noise you make it
seems to me that you are the baby. You
leck more like a big. fat hippopotamus
than a man, anyhow. I guess you are
more of an eater than an athlete. Why
do they call you the Terrible Turk?"

This, of course, as he had expected,
made the Turk very angry, and he rushed
at Theodore, but the Sultar cried out that
he must wait unti] they were in the wrest-
kng-ring to seitle it Now, they must first
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weight
laughed heart

proudly.

Theodo
and pic
he tossed it lik
away, so thag
with a great
ing for a mon
voice, called
but when he got it he «
forty feet and it strained
that,

“Enough for to-day
giving Theodors t
mond medal for ha
the medal. You
that ever came t

Next day v
the Turk was
bar Theodore
forty feet
be ailow
Of course,
could wir
shown such n
be worth seeing
men were there fr
as well as all the
and proprietors of ci
anxious to engage The
gv with their shows.

When the two appeared 3
the great crimson
body sighed s
the kid,” for he
compared with the er
glared at him savagely,
crowd was the only one wh
how tremendously st
be to send that great h
the river. He looked ¢
see if he could detect
power, but while he =a ¢
cules, he supposed
irophy of some of 7
in America. He did not s
to begin the wrestling a
hoped, but after a mo
be advanced toward the b
if Jetermined to conquer hi
rushed upon him.

Theodore stood still
Turk sprang at
aim by the sho
pected to see him
omnce, but just as rk 2 i 1
the lad grasped t 4 s
and, iifting 1 1 .
twirled him around twice like a
and then ianded him on his taeck ug
gaudy carpet.

The Turk sprang up and cried out
it was a foul, but the u
aithough it was rather 2
to tackie a man it was pe
Then the Turk, much alar
now convinced that Th
kind of & magician, tried aga
the boy, and this time Th
him to get a good, firm
seemed to the onloe
would be simply =«
of flesh of the great
Genly they saw the
backward and then, 3
that his great back w
over and Theodore iaid him flat on
flooT.

Shouts rose from all
craft!™ “Sorc

sides: Wit

The Tawo-Headed Monster

The Suitan
night, ang at
men teld hix
was in the !
to try conclu
seven-handed,

gave a great cdi
-

[~

*“I thought Sec
ages since!”
“No,"” replied the w
alive and doing mu
Kersaki, the most
esty’s provinces. ) ea aide
has been carried off during the st tw
hundred years.”
“Is he as oid as t
tan.
“Far, far older t
haps five hundred

the ioftiest peaks

Coochee Moun
“He must bs
time,””

said Theodo

“No, in@eed,”
men, who had o
renews his you
children and is st

v throw great rocks
see, and overwhelms
him by aurling
ers upon them
proached near ¢
tack him, and, bes
thick as that of a
a cannon-bail won’
Sbeen tried ia old times.
“I'll bet it would
American gun w
{Theodore. “But I
impossible to get
mountainous region.”
“Certainly not,”
All, the wise man.
away into a c n W
ing at him. I th
tackled him as 1
you'd ‘do him up’ in no
All the Turks agreed
asked Theodore w
test he was asked
the boy was not afraid
handad, two-headed
than he had e

b

?Where no h
‘haps a thc
ifound L
$and Theodore
juntil he found him
clouds. Here he

¢he saw, on a }
Scolapps gla

surprise
Scolapps wa
astonishment grea
received in all his
them both there on
juntfl next week
jon this page to finish r
H WALT McDOUGALL

AR L

R

-

|

Tl

U L




